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that when the time came to build a canal across the
isthmus of Panama, the United States would do it.
Yet it must be pointed out that the United States
resisted several tempting opportunities to annex Cuba;
that when she occupied Cuba she carried out her promise
to make the island independent; and that her rule in Puerto
Rico has been financially generous and as humane and
tolerant as the permanently unsatisfactory economic
condition of that over-crowded island permits. The
United States did make war on Mexico in 1846, but she
imposed terms of peace far less rigorous than the prostrate
Mexicans could have been forced to accept, and one result
of that moderation is that to this day the greatest of
American western rivers, the Colorado, enters the sea
through Mexican territory, which is highly inconvenient
to the United States. In the long run, it was the United
States which built the Panama Canal, but she was generous
to the heirs of the French pioneers, and if she insisted on
being freed from the shackles of the old treaties that tied her
hands, President Wilson was able to induce Congress to re-
peal legislation giving American shipping preferential rights
in the canal built by American money and American skill.
The second aspect of the Monroe Doctrine was vaguer,
more ideological. Alarmed by hints conveyed by the
British Foreign Secretary, George Canning, the American
government protested against designs attributed to con-
servative European powers, 'the Holy Alliance*, of
restoring Spanish rule in the revolted States of South
America by means of a French expeditionary force. The
United States in 1823 was not powerful enough to have
prevented a French fleet and army being transported to
, Buenos Aires, a region more remote from New York than
from Cherbourg. But there was no serious intention of
sending such an expedition, and it was natural that a
strong United States should, in later generations, have
exaggerated the effect of this declaration of sentiment into
a potent affirmation of policy.